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Epiphanies 
 
An epiphany is a revelation, a moment when we say, “Oh, 
now I get it!” We get epiphanies in life, like when we open 
the January credit card bill and discover how much Christ-
mas really cost. Or we look back and see the reason why 
something happened or did not. 
 January is the season for epiphanies, in fact The season 
of Epiphany when we begin to realize who the baby Jesus, 
lying in the manger, really is. He is the Son of God! The 
proof comes with the visit of the Wisemen, who worship 
him as king. It continues with the baptism of Jesus when 
the voice from heaven declares, “This is my beloved son.” 
Then we hear Jesus teaching and see him healing with an 
authority that could only come from God. It concludes 
with his Transfiguration when the voice from heaven           
repeats, “This is my beloved son; listen to him.” 
 Once we realize who Jesus is, our response becomes, 
“Lord, what do you want from me?” The Church must 
also ask, “Lord what do you want from us?” 
 I believe this question should be the focus of our           
annual meeting, which this year comes on Sunday,              
January 27. Yes, we need to review the finances and             
approve a budget and elect new leaders, but I think it is 
more important that we seek God’s direction for the           
coming year. To that end, part of our meeting will be a           
discussion of things we need to work on in 2008, like             
worship and music, finances, small groups and Bible            
studies, staffing, and more. The annual meeting begins at 
11:30 am. Come, share your wisdom and revelation with 
your Church. 
 May we, like the Wisemen, seek the face of God. 
 
Pastor Steve 
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Pastor Steve’s weekly blog 
Pastor Steve is writing a weekly email blog that 
you can receive. Find out what’s on his mind, 
what’s happening at St. Mark’s, and maybe his 
joke of the week. To sign up for Pastor Steve’s 
blog, contact me via e-mail at annm@stmarks-
nsp.org or call 777-7451. Don’t have e-mail? 
Printed copies of the blog are at the Welcome 
Center. 
 

Grant request form 
The St. Marks Foundation has established a 
Grant Request Form (available in the church 
office). Anyone requesting a grant for a specific 
project or program should fill out a form and 
put it into the St. Mark’s Foundation box in the 
church office. 
 
Building reservation form 
If you are planning a meeting or event at              
St. Mark’s, you must reserve the space. A Build-
ing Reservation Form must be filled out 
completely and turned in to the church office 
a minimum of 2 weeks prior to your event. 
Forms are available in the church office or 
online (PDF and word formats) in the News & 
Events section at: www.stmarks-nsp.org/news.  
  
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The next prayer shawl gathering will be    
Tuesday January 15 at 6 pm in the Fireside 
room.  All are welcome to come knit or cro-
chet. If you have any questions please call 
Heidi Sell 651-653-8461, Marge Semonick 
(777-7508) or Wanda Hurtgen (770-1905). 
 
February newsletter deadline:  
Noon, January 15 
Mailing for the January issue of Markings is 
scheduled for Fri. January25 at 8:30 am.                   
Call the church office at 777-7451 to help. 

New Blood Drive Coordinator 
needed 
Bonnie Pottratz has been coordinating the Red 
Cross Blood Drives at St. Mark’s for a while 
now and would like to find someone to take 
her place. There are four drives per year (St. 
Mark's, St. Peter's, Christ Lutheran, and North 
Presbyterian). Duties include: 
� Attend 2 meetings (1 hour each) to plan 

the upcoming drive 
� Coordinate volunteers to schedule          

appointments, work a the blood drive and 
donate salads, hot dishes or desserts for 
the Red Cross workers meal. 

� Help out at the drive if available and 
needed 

� Keep St. Mark’s list of donors                     
up-dated          

If you would be interested in this opportunity, 
please contact Bonnie at 779-0571. 
 
REACH Home & School –                         
India mission trip blogspot 
A group from St. Mark’s will be leaving for 
India on December 28. If you would like to 
know more about the REACH orphanage  or 
are interested in sponsoring a child, link to 
their blogspot from the St. Mark’s website 
(www.stmarks-nsp.org). The mission group 
will be blogging during their trip, so this will 
be a wonderful way to stay in touch. 

Mark your calendar… 
St. Mark’s Annual  
Congregational  Meeting  
on January 27 
All members of St. Mark’s are encour-
aged to attend the annual meeting of the 
congregation on Sunday, January 27 at 
11:30 am (immediately following           
services). 
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Is God’s will your will?  

Including the church in your 

will teaches others about 

  

Action Corps 
 
 

Team Captain for January 2007 

 

Barbara McNeely 
    

E thru FRA 

 
In Your Image…                 
Let’s do Faith at Home 
 

God cast you in his play, wrote you 
into his story.  He has a definite direction for 
your life.  He may have cast you as the direc-
tor, the assistant, the understudy, the comic           
relief, backstage hand, the star. Whatever 
role God has prepared for you, he gave you 
the tools to do the job.  Look within yourself 
and see the gifts that God has given you.   
Now go on that stage and play the part you 
were given. 
 
Bible verse that goes along:  “We are God’s         
masterpiece.  He has created us anew, so we 
can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.”              Ephesians 2:10       

            Check it Out 
 
January is a good time to stay in and read a 
good book.  Here are some new additions to our 
library: 
 
� Noah’s Ark by Judy Baer – The narrator of 

this story is Bentley, Norah’s dog. Bentley is 
trying to find a mate for his mistress, with 
God’s help. 

� 1,001 Things You Always Wanted to Know 
About the Bible But Never Thought to Ask 
by J. Stephen Lang 

� The Mulligan by Wally Armstrong and Ken 
Blanchard-The story of how to get a do-over 
in golf and in life. 

� 52 Family Time Ideas by Timothy Smith is 
filled with family activities for each week of 
the year, and only take about 20 minutes. 

� The One Year Book of Family Devotions 
is filled with 365 stories that apply the 
Bible to life today. 

� Fantasy and Your Family by Richard 
Abanes offers a closer look at The Lord of 
the Rings and Harry Potter. 

� Time-Out for the Spirit compiled by 
Lucile Allen provides two-minute quiet 
times for times that aren’t quiet. 

 
Stop in to our library and Check It Out! 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the Dec. 2nd 
prize drawing.  Patti Holt won a Trans-
Siberian Orchestra Christmas DVD and Ashley 
Dansby won the animated Christmas DVD 
“The Very First Noel”.  Stay tuned, there will 
be more drawings in the future. 

Altar Flower price increase 
Beginning this month, the cost for altar flowers 
will increase to $25.00.  Please include this 
amount for all altar flowers ordered after Jan.1. 
Thank you! 



office hours 
 
Monday—Friday 
8:30 am —3:00 pm 

 

staff 
 
Church Office  (651) 777-7451 

 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Steven Nelson ............................ (651) 331-0219 
     prsteven@stmarks-nsp.org ............................. (651) 777-7451 ext. 222 
 

Business Administrator, Kathy Arveson ...................................  ext. 232 
     kathya@stmarks-nsp.org 

Music Director, Robert Murphy .................................................  ext. 225 
     bobbym@stmarks-nsp.org 
Confirmation Coordinator, Carrie Stiles .................................... ext. 226 
     carries@stmarks-nsp.org 
Youth Director, Lisa Sampson .................................................... ext. 227 
     lisas@stmarks-nsp.org 
Children’s Ministry Director, Judy Larkins ................................. ext. 224 
     judyl@stmarks-nsp.org 
Children’s Ministry Assistant,  Heidi McKenzie .......................  ext. 231 
     heidimc@stmarks-nsp.org 
Intern Pastor,  Mike Mannisto ...................................................  ext. 229 
     mmannisto001@luthersem.edu 
Finance Admin., Barbara Heintz ................................................. ext. 238 
     barbh@stmarks-nsp.org 
Ann Mott – Publications ........................................................ ext. 228 
     annm@stmarks-nsp.org 
Jackie Tellin – Secretary......................................................... ext. 221 
     jackiet@stmarks-nsp.org 
Joel Gagne – Custodian ........................................................ ext. 237 
     joelg@stmarks-nsp.org 
Minister of Pastoral Care, Suzanne Ferkey ..................... (651) 274-9708 
     stmarksnsp@comcast.net 
Choir Director & Organist, Dorothea Jirsa ...................  (651) 770-1404 
     dorotheaj@stmarks-nsp.org 
Council President, Pete Mogren ................................      (612) 581-2776 
     pmogren@comcast.net 
St. Mark’s Pre-School, Chris Michel ................................  (651) 777-1006 


